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Cloverdale Fiddle Festival 
– Coming is up, May 4-5  
Cloverdale
Mark Hogan,  
SoCoFoSo Vice President 

The 38th Annual Cloverdale Fiddle Festival is right 
around the corner! This year the festival, traditionally 
held in mid-January, has moved to the first weekend 
of May to take advantage of the longer days and warm 
weather. With camping available right onsite at the Cit-
rus Fairgrounds, there promises to be plenty of jamming 
and after-hours events.

No longer strictly a Fiddle Contest, some of the 
changes include Youth and Adult Mandolin and Guitar 
Divisions and a second stage that features performances 
by old time and bluegrass artists.  Featured acts include 
Craig Wilson and the Roustabouts on Saturday and The 
Kathy Kallick Band playing two sets on Sunday.  Dan 
Levensen and Bob Carlin of the John Hartford String 
Band will perform both days and judge the mandolin 
and guitar contest. Debby McClatchy is back this year and 
will conduct a workshop on Charlie Poole style banjo 
playing, and Evan Morgan will conduct a George Shuf-
fler style guitar workshop.  For the complete lineup and 
schedule, see festival webpage: 
 http://cloverdalefiddles.com/Entertainment_YVQ4.html

The CFF is fortunate to have a stellar group of fiddle 
judges. Janette Duncan, who has been a judge at the 
Marin County Fiddle Contest and is a fine local Sonoma 
County fiddler, will be joined by Blaine Sprouse, a blue-
grass fiddle player with a resume as long as his fiddle 
bow, and Vivian Williams from Seattle Washington.  Viv-
ian is the foremost authority on Pacific Northwest fiddle 
playing and a former member of the bluegrass band Tall 
Timber who played the Grass Valley stage in the �970’s.

I should also mention that, though there is a contest 
element, the idea is to HAVE FUN. This is a fundraiser 
for the Cloverdale Historical Society.  It is not a certified 
contest that will get you seeded at the National Cham-
pionships in Weiser, Idaho; however, it is a nice tune-up 

if you are planning to compete at Weiser.  Everyone, 
professional or otherwise, is eligible and encouraged to 
participate at Cloverdale. This year for the first time in 
quite a while, we will feature same day contest registra-
tion up to one hour before competition.

There will be plenty of opportunity to jam both inside 
and outside the main building at the Citrus Fair-
grounds and there should be the usual jamming at Ruth 
MCGowan’s Pub on Saturday night. If you want to stay 
over, it would be a good idea to make your reservation to 
camp, either in an RV, tent or otherwise as soon as pos-
sible. Tent areas and full hook ups are limited.   
For camping reservations call 707-829-80�2 
 or email hogiemoon@comcast.net.  

For more information, check out the festival website 
at www.cloverdalefiddles.com.  
Cloverdale is a great way to kick off the music festival 
season and I hope to see you there!
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BOB SALA: KRSH Uncorked!
  By Janet Dove

Sunday mornings in our house include a background of 
Bob Sala’s “Uncorked” radio program. This unique 8-�� 
a.m. line up features acoustic music at KRSH 95.9 FM. 
Years ago, this Sonoma County station put its own twist 
on the common descriptor “unplugged” when naming its 
acoustic radio show “Uncorked.” Sala’s show concentrates 
on “acoustic music”, which, in his own words, features 
“minimal drums and electric guitars.” For us folkies, 
listening to three hours of uncorked” music from various 
genres is refreshing. This type of programming is not the 
norm! We get to enjoy conversational songs, as well as 
great instrumental talent. As one musicologist describes 
a lot of this music—“Porch core…by artists that you 
envision on the porch—not in a garage or smoky bar.”

I was fortunate to meet with Bob Recently to discuss 
his program. Sala, who grew up in Pasadena, began his 
radio career in �967, which was renewed later when he 
moved to Sonoma County. Although in a rock garage 
band as a young adult, he came to appreciate the music 
he heard at such venues as the Strawberry festivals in the 
Sierras. When asked about how he would classify “folk 
music,” Sala sees it as “songs which have stuck around 
and remain relevant across generations.” He also sees 
folk music as “musical folklore—stories and culture of 
a particular group of people.” He pays attention to the 
music and the stories. He appreciates the melodies and 

A True Folk Hero
Remembering Jon Fromer,  
1946-2013
By Janet Dove

His name may not be familiar to you unless you 
are a labor activist, but Jon Fromer’s commit-
ment to using his musical talents for good cause is 
nonetheless inspiring.  By age �8, the influence of 
family friends’ progressive activism was obvious 
in Fromer’s musical adventures.  (Family friends 
included Pete Seeger, Paul Robeson and Studs Ter-
kel.)  He participated in the Selma-to-Montgomery 
Civil Rights March with Dr. Martin Luther King in 
�965, and thereafter, “dedicated his life to spread-
ing a message of justice, solidarity and equality 
through his own style of music,” combining guitar, 
a captivating voice and powerful lyrics, according to 
Rebecca Band of the California Labor Federation

As a young adult, his folk trio shared billings with 
the Beach Boys, John Denver, Jose Feliciano,  
Phil Ochs, Roger Miller and the Lovin’ Spoonful.  
However, he chose to leave the pathway of  
commercial music, and dedicated himself to pro-
moting his ideals at a grass roots level.  Holly Near 
speaks highly of his “commitment to social justice”, 
and Faith Petric has praised his musicianship, as 
well as his ideas.  As one of the founders of both the 
Freedom Song Network and the Western  
Workers Labor Heritage Festival, Fromer was a 
perennial example of someone striving for social 
justice through cultural expression.  His singer-
songwriter style showed not only a commitment to 
core values, but also resonated with optimism.  His 
causes included civil rights, racial justice, workers’ 
rights and standing up against war.  He was equally 
at home on a picket line or a peace rally.  

Fromer used his gifts to do his part in making the 
world a better place for ALL people.  He was a true 
folk hero who deserves to be remembered.

See SALA p4
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The Last
Record Store

1899 A Mendocino Ave
Santa Rosa CA 95401

Phone (707) 525-1963

www.lastrecordstore.com

The Anatomy of Your Mailing 
Label and What You Can Do 
About It.

Your name 
Your address

Your 
membersh

ip  

expiration date.

March 20�2

Your name

             
             

        and address

The Folk Society invites and urges 
you to renew your membership if it 
has lapsed or become a new member. 
Membership application on page 5 
or on line, www.socofoso.com

Intelligently engineered for the  
discerning musician

www.shubb.com

707-843-4063

The Annual California Autoharp 
Gathering, May 16-19 2013

The California Autoharp Gathering may be the “Big-
gest Little Festival in the World.” Combine the absolutely 
beautiful setting of St. Nicholas Ranch, the finest auto-
harp performers and teachers, good food, and magic 
appears. The gathering is held just east of Fresno nestled 
in a beautiful valley in the Sierra Nevada foothills, just 
outside of Sequoia National Park. There, for a few days, 
participants put aside their busy and complicated lives 
and focus on the joy and spirit of music, especially auto-
harp. The festival is set up so there are always oppor-
tunities for the festival attendees to interact with the 
performers and workshop leaders. Everyone is welcome, 
regardless of skill or background in music. 

This year’s lineup includes Bryan Bowers, Carey Dub-
bert, Drew Smith, Karen Mueller, Kenny Hall, Evo 
Bluestein, Ron Bean, Marc Gunn, and many more. A 
new feature this year is the Early-Bird Academy begin-
ning on Tuesday for �2 hours of intensive workshops for 
all levels. The Early-Bird instructors are Carey Dubbert, 
Drew Smith, Karen Mueller, and Tina Louise Barr.

There is RV space, camping, and some rooms as well as 
local motels. It’s a wonderfully relaxed setting for playing 
and listening to music centered on the autoharp. 

The California Autoharp Gathering website is http://
www.calautoharp.com where you will find lots of 
pictures from previous festivals, audio clips of perfor-
mances, and a full listing of this year’s performers and 
workshops. 

It is an incredible event, and I hope to see you there.
California Autoharp Gathering 
St. Nicholas Ranch
38526 Dunlap Road
Dunlap, CA 9362�
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From Women’s Hearts and 
Hands Guitar Camp  
Mendocino, CA. 
August 16 - 19, 2013

Excellent guitar instruction for women by women in a 
supportive, beautiful environment. Beginner - Advanced 
Intermediate. Folk, Blues, Jazz, Fingerstyle, Celtic,  
Brazilian, Chord Melody, Chord Theory,  
Alternate Tunings, Performance Opportunities.  
Song Circles.  
Delicious, nutritious catered meals.  
Information: 707/869-9642.   
www.WomensHeartsAndHands.com.  
Registration deadline: July 7, 20�3

Editor’s Eye
essays  correspondence  books 
scholastic  &  newsletters

Laurie Reaume 

(707)869-9230 

lauriereaume@pon.net

Jam Nation String Band – Playing 
Out to Sonoma County Seniors

The new oldtime/bluegrass band has formed with just 
a few members of the community coming together and 
making it happen !!!!  We need more musicians.  We are 
not “performers” as such.  We are more like  
“porch players.”  Believe me, the audience loves it.  We 
have practice jams and a tune list started.  We are playing 
tunes and songs such as: Liberty, Belle of Belfast, Friend 
for Life, This Land is Your Land, This Little Light of Mine, 
Red Wing.  We’re open for more tunes.

Steve Gilford, Steve De Lap, Stephen Hopkins (we have a 
lot of Steve’s), Pedro Guerro, Linn Harding, Doug Wilcox, 
Bob Wentzel, Judith Jones, Eddie Parshall, Jo Parish Koch, 
and Ginny and Duncan Matheson got this group up and 
running.

We have played at Friends House and Vintage at Brush 
Creek in Santa Rosa, and the residents seemed to really 
enjoy the music and so did we!  One 97 year old resident 
at Friends House got his harmonica and played along with 
us!  We are encouraging our audience to sing and play 
instruments with us, and to tell their friends and family to 
get out there and fire up their instruments too.

Here’s the schedule for upcoming play-outs:
Bethlehem Towers, Tupper St., Santa Rosa, Wed., April �7, �2:00
Creekside Rehab, Sonoma Ave., Santa Rosa,  
Thurs., April 25, �0:30
Emeritus at Santa Rosa, Fountain Grove Pkwy, 
 Thurs, April 25, 3:30
Springfield Place, Petaluma, �0� Ely Blvd. S. – Tues., April 30, 3:30
Friends House, Benicia St., Santa Rosa, Thurs., May 23, �0:30
Vintage at Brush Creek, Hwy �2 near Brush Cr, S.R.,  
May 30, �:30 & 3:00

Please contact ginny at 707-483-3266 or Jo Parish 
Koch at 978-2699 for information about Jam nation.  
This is all about having fun in a stress-free environment 
and providing some great up-lifting moments for seniors.  
Please help us get the word out that this is happening and 
we need more support to keep it going.  Wouldn’t it be 
great to have a few people in each of our Sonoma County 
cities?  Call me if you would like to help.  Call if you would 
like to join Jam Nation in the Play Outs listed.

Sala
the lyrics. We spoke of “folk purists” who don’t want to 

evolve. While it is important to retain a record of just how 
particular music was played in a certain place and in a 
certain period, Bob explained that gathering to play music, 
on the other hand, should not only be “inclusive to players 
and ideas, but that songs must be able to grow, morph and 
expand. This is known as the “folk process.” While the 
roots of American folk music may be back in Appalachia 
and in the style promoted by Sing Out! Magazines, folk 
music does and should evolve over time.

 What music does Bob personally like? He seems 
to enjoy all of it! He enjoys selecting eclectic collections 
of tunes for his programs. He always aims to mix up the 
music—after all, some listeners might not care for Celtic 
music, or for Neil Young, or Nancy Griffith, or banjo, etc., 
so Bob never wants to keep the music on any one artist or 
theme or genre for too long. He also mixes up old and new 
music, although he prefers new releases that are by artists 
we are already familiar with.

 The Sonoma County Folk Society appreciates KRSH 
Uncorked for many reasons, beginning with the connec-
tion that many of us old folkies do have with the music 
of Sing Out! We relate to that �960’s style of folk. We also 
appreciate that the music of local performers is often 
heard on the program (Kate Wolf, Doug Jayne, Ed Neff & 
Friends, Tony Gagarin, Kevin Russell, etc.) Bob also does 
the folk society a service by keeping listeners informed 
about our festivals, our 5th Sunday jams, and of our very 
existence. He’s a friend of SoCoFoSo, and now, a friend of 
mine, as well. Thanks, Sala!
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In addition to the stellar lineup shown above, we’re also offering all the things that 
have made this festival the gold standard for bluegrass festivals nationwide:   Multiple 
stages, Vern’s Place, Youth Program, Luthier’s Pavilion, crafts and food vendors, 
workshops and nonstop jamming under the pines!   Located at the Nevada County 
Fairgrounds in Grass Valley (11228 McCourtney Road).     
 

 www.cbaontheweb.org 
or call 209-588-6031   

Blue Highway  Rhonda Vincent & The Rage 
Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper  

Special Consensus   The Larry Stephenson Band  Tom, 
Brad and Alice  Della Mae  Front Country 

Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain  Earl White Stringband 
          +  CA Showcase Bands   Kids on Bluegrass 

Involved in the Musical  
Community

Have you noticed that our folk society has a presence at 
many local concerts these days?  When Laurie Schaeffer 
and Greg Abel (Northbay Live Productions) brings in a 
singer-songwriter for a concert, we are right there, selling 
refreshments and promoting the Sonoma County Folk 
Society during breaks.  When Kevin Russell brings great 
musicians to Sebastopol for an evening, there we are again, 
enjoying the music, offering snacks and drinks and mak-
ing a few friends.

We offer refreshments for very small donations, always 
suggesting that, “We’re here to make friends, not money!”  
We also set up a membership table, to allow renewals and 
to encourage new memberships.  Enjoying the music is an 
extra benefit to being there; it’s really lots of fun!

We are developing a list of member volunteers who 
might want to help us out at these shows from time to 
time.  If you would like to be invited, just email Janet at 
jandove@comcast.net 
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Member input is important to 
FolkNotes!!
The Sonoma County Folk Society and FolkNotes 
is here to help publicize the events, jams, music 
and dance classes and get togethers for and by 
our members. 
Heck, you are welcome to write an article or a 
review of an event you recently attended!
Contact me at steves32@sonic.net   so we can 
get it in print. Email with your phone number and 
I will call for details.

Other Upcoming events...
PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDARS!

THE NEXT SoCoFoSo 
PICKIN’ POTLUCK  

is Sunday June 30th
SUBUD HALL  

234 HUTCHINS AVE  
SEBASTOPOL

1:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

For details call: 707-861-9446
MUCH PICKIN’  

 MUCH POTLUCKIN’

MUCH FUN!

Pick’n Pot Luck recipe
Twice-Baked Potato Casserole 
from Colleen Arroyo Hogan

6 large potatoes, baked, skinned & grated*
� can Cream of Chicken soup
�/4 cup butter
�/3 cup chopped green onions
� �/2 cup grated cheddar cheese
� pint sour cream (ok to use low-fat version)
� cup cornflakes combined with 2 TB soft butter

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Prepare the potatoes.(*) 
Heat soup and butter in a saucepan, then add the ched-
dar cheese, stirring gently until cheese is melted. Add the 
green onions, then pour over the grated baked potatoes. 
Add sour cream and mix well. Pour into a casserole dish. 
Top with cornflake mixture and bake for 45 minutes.

* Alternative to using baked potatoes is to skin, boil and 
drain them well, then mash them and continue with the 
recipe as written. Enjoy!

Kevin Russell Presents: 
under the radar 
Hopmonk Sonoma 
Friday May 3rd from 6 to 8pm. No cover.  
Folky, bluegrassy, swing & blues music.  
Hopmonk Sonoma
69� Broadway, Sonoma
The rhythm rangers 
The Redwood Cafe
Saturday June 8th, 9 till midnight $5 cover.
western swing, country blues & rock n roll 
Great food & drink, cool atmosphere, great dance floor.
The Redwood cafe
8240 Old Redwood Hwy,  Cotati

Ukulele Undercurrents- 
Gary Sugiyama

Coming events…
A Great day for Ukers!
The �st  Annual Sebastopol Ukulele Festival 
Sebastopol Community Center
May 25 , 20�3
Workshops –Noon to 5 pm Evening Show- 7pm
Performances all day!
Ralph Shaw-Faith Ako-Uni-Mr December-Jon Gonzales-

Rahn Wilson Andy Dru Rogers-Trenton Babb-Jen tucker-
Sweet and Simple- Uke Clubs-More…

Workshops –$20 Evening Show- $20    Full Festival-$30
Childern under �4-FREE
Tix at Last Record Store, Tall Toad, Loud and Clear, Brown-

PaperTickets.com or www.seb.org 
 For more information (707) 823-�5��

ukes in your own backyard
Healdsburg Jam
Every Friday from �2:45-2PM
Healdsburg Senior Center- �33 Mattheson St.
All levels welcome.
West County ukulele Club
3rd Thursdays 6-9pm
Union Hotel in Occidental 
http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/westcountyukeclub/
also, check their Facebook page
Petalukes
�st Thursdays
http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/Petaluke/ 
sebastopol singing ukulele Cooperative
4th Thursdays
http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/
group/sebastopolsingingukuleles/
santa Cruz ukulele Club
www.ukuleleclub.com
Hope to see you at one of these kanikapilas.  
Keep on strummin’- gary
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A great opportunity for 
stardom! Would some of our 
members please share some 
of their favorite recipes for 

the Pick’n Pot Luck column.
They can be simple and easy, 
please email em to  
steves32@sonic.net, 
Many thanks, Steve H

%

Lessons • Lessons • Lessons
Fiddle Lessons: Contra and Square dance styles, Celtic, Scandia and 

other International styles by ear and reading with music theory,  
Janette Duncan 707-570-2745

Lessons in guitar, old time banjo, piano and beginning accordion. 
With Ingrid Noyes, in Marshall, on the shores of Tomales Bay.  
For details: 415-663-1342 or e-mail ingrid�0@sonic.net

Kay Eskenazi loves to teach guitar, Folk, Blues, Jazz, Bossa Nova, 
Fingerstyle, Celtic and Classical styles. 707/869-9642  
 service@WomensHeartsAndHands.com

Music lessons at your location: note reading, theory,  
piano instruction for all ages. Laurie 707-869-9230

Steve Wharton teaches Bluegrass: banjo, Old Time banjo, dulcimer, 
and autoharp For details, 707-887-25�8.

Learn to play Polish fiddle

Nanette Fynan 707-569-0565
Play the String Bass: lessons in Sebastopol

Bill Amatneek 707-824-8084
Mandolin lessons with Phil lawrence in sebastopol 

All Styles--All Levels (707) 824-��98 or email: phlawrence53@yahoo.com
Begining banjo lessons with Mark Hogan at Peoples Music. 

 707-823-7664 or 829-80�2
Fiddle/Mandolin lessons with gus garelick. All levels, Old Time, 

Bluegrass, Cajun, Western Swing, Italian and Brazilian mandolin, 
Klezmer. In Santa Rosa, 526-7763, or email: fiddler@sonic.net

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

Turn Your Radio On KRCB:
Our own NPR Station at 91.1 or 90.9 FM

Great programs, some of particular interest to folkies...
Mondays: 8:00 to �0:00 PM

•Your average abalone, hosted by Johnny Bazzano,
�st and 3rd.
•shaken, not stirred, hosted by Chris Olson, An eclectic music  
program and some...
2nd and 4th.

Tuesdays �0:00 to Midnight
•Crossing Borders, hosted by Amy Contardi, World music

Wednesdays: 8:00 to �0:00 PM
•Connections, hosted by Doug Jayne and alternating host,  
Allegra Broughton, Folk, Rock, Blues and Americana

Thursdays: 8:00 to �0:00 PM
•Freight train Boogie, hosted by Bill Frater,
Roots, Country, Folk, Blues, Rock, alternating with
•on The road again, hosted by Linda Seabright

Saturdays: Noon to �:00 PM
•Thistle and shamrock, Celtic music

Saturdays �:00 to 5:00 PM
•our roots are showing, hosted by (alternating hosts) Robin Pressman 
and Steve DeLap. Folk, Acoustic,
Singer-songwriter, Blues, Bluegrass

Turn Your Radio On KRSH:
95.9FM
“Krush uncorked” Sundays 8-�� AM. Singer-songwriter acoustic and 

unplugged music with Bob Sala
“Krush americana” Monday evenings 7:00 to �0:00 PM. Old n’ new 

twang, Country, Americana and Roots Music with Bill Bowker

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

◊

Sonoma County Folk Society
Membership Application

Annual membership $10 Individual $15 Family
Two Year Special! $17.50 Individual $25 Family

New Renewal

Make Checks Payable to: SoCoFoSo Mail to: SoCoFoSo, PO Box 9659, Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip: Phone:
Email:
(for office use)
Exp date: Issued Card: Calendar: Database: Note:
Contributions to the Sonoma County Folk Society are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

Membership begins 
and ends in the month
you join or renew



Sonoma County Folk Society
PO Box 9659
Santa Rosa CA 95405-9659

•NEXT DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES•

June 10th

To Steve: steves32@sonic.net

Printed on recycled paper

Acoustic Music Jams :
tHe redWood CaFe

8240 Old Redwood Hwy, Cotati 
The Celtic Sessions, led by Janette Duncan 

and Roxanne Oliva  

2nd Sunday of the month from 3 to 5 PM.
For details call: 585-3�38 

Old Time Jam 
Hosted by Janette, Steve and Chris 
4th Sunday of the month, 3 to 5 PM. Details, 570-2745

CoFFee CatZ 
676� Sebastopol Ave, Sebastopol, 
On Hwy �2 at the Train Station, east end of town. 
Check it out every Saturday afternoon from 2 to 5 pm.

Old-time, bluegrass, old country.
MurPHY’s irisH PuB

464 First St Sonoma
First Sunday of the month, 3:30 - 5:30, celtic jam

For details call 935-0660
Mountain HigH CoFFee & BooKs

�6295 Hwy �75, Cobb, CA 95426
Old Time Jam – 2nd Saturday of every month – 4-6pm
 • Bluegrass and old-tiMe JaM 

The 4th Wednesday of every month, 7-9pm at Aqus Café in Petaluma
For info and details: 4�5-706-�997 or murphyjohn2008@yahoo.com

•

◊

◊

•

◊
•

◊

•

◊

 • Bluegrass JaM.
�st & 3rd Tuesday of every month, 7pm - 9pm,  

Subud Hall 234 Hutchins Ave, Sebastopol. Intermediate to advanced jam. 
Hosted by “Uncle” Dave Carlson. 707-843-5�8�
• santa rosa traditional FrenCH session.

2nd Wednesdays, 7-9 PM,Gaia’s Garden Restaurant Traditional folk 
music of central France on unusual folk instruments (such as the hurdy-
gurdy). For details, www.santarosafrenchsession.com.
santa rosa sloW CeltiC session

3rd Wednesdays, 7-9 PM, gaia’s garden restaurant, santa rosa. 
trad celtic players of all levels welcome. www.srslowcelticsession.com.

Singer’s Circle... 
Meets 4th Friday of most months.  

For information call Dennis Drury at 829-0883. 

Dance Dance Dance... 
danCe aWaY 

Contra and English dancing every weekend! Live music, lessons and call-
ers. For detailed info contact: NBCDS Dance Line (707) 527-9794 or  
www.nbcds.org or email: info@nbcds.org 

aPPle tree Morris
Weekly in Sebastopol. Information: 829-3478 or  

kalia@sbcglobal.net 

◊

◊

◊

◊

•
◊

•
◊


